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This inaugural newsletter marks the beginning of the 
activities of the Jean Monnet Network »Developing the 
European Studies in the Caucasus« (DESCnet). Origi-
nally conceived of by the University of Graz‘ Russian 
East European & Eurasian Studies Centre (REEES), it 
is now under the direction of the Johan Skytte Insti-
tute of Political Studies at the University of Tartu. We 
are happy that our consortium embraces a dedicated 
group of scholars from the region who share their ent-
husiasm for developing European Studies. We hope 
that once the actual »Association of European Studies 
for the Caucasus« (AESC) is in place, we will have an 
increasing regional ownership and a widening of the 
membership basis to include many more universities 
as well as interested students and scholars. 
It is indeed important to emphasize from the very be-
ginning that our initiative is as open and inclusive as 
possible. We hope that the new Association, once it 
comes to life, will become a visible player in the re-
gion and that it will reflect all the scholarly interests 
and discourses that are currently taking shape in the 
scholarly community.
Some of the elements that go into DESCnet‘s opera-
tion have proven their value in the past, but will be 
refined and improved. Thus, in the years 2013-2015 
REEES had established a network of interlocking sum-
mer and winter schools on EU Law held in the North 
Caucasus (EULINC) and the South Caucasus (EULISC). 
This basic idea will now substantiate at a regional le-
vel, with much greater input from all of the consorti-
um members, and with a wider topical approach to 
European Studies. While the Schools are tailored to 
students in their B.A. and early M.A. years, more ad-
vanced students, esp. on the doctoral level, will obtain 
the possibility to attend Young Researchers‘ Seminars 
in Graz and Tartu, most importantly to support them 
in publishing their research early on. Our main goal, 
though, is the launch of the Association itself and the 
organization of the first two annual conventions (to be 
held in Istanbul 2017 and in Tbilisi 2018) as the central 
scholarly meeting place and hub for everybody inte-
rested in European Studies in the region.

When this project was prepared, it was not clear which 
way the political developments would go. Policy ma-
kers have become used to thinking in terms of regions, 
and especially the EU has traditionally been fond of 
its regional perspective. But it has become clear that 
some of the central elements that constitute regions 
in other parts of the world (a certain perception of 
common problems, a homogeneity of institutions, 
common visions of the future) are lacking. The Black 
Sea as a region is now in limbo: while Russia‘s annexa-
tion of Crimea and the ensuing support for Ukraine 
from Georgia has been largely tolerated by Turkey, the 
increasing conflict between Turkey and Russia is now 
as unpredictable as never before. The Turkish-Russi-
an conflict will also backfire on the role of Nagorno 
Karabakh, where the conflicting sides have one big 
power on their side. The situation has thus become 
more dangerous than ever. The lifting of sanctions 
against Iran will help to re-balance the matrix of inte-
rests, along with the opening of the Silk Road railway 
connection between Georgia and China. Whatever 
way the fighting in Syria will take and whatever the out-
come of the struggle against the Islamic State will be, 
any chain of events in the Mideast will be translated 
back into the Caucasus via Turkey, Russia and Iran. In 
short and from a scholarly observer‘s position, there is 
no way to foresee what will happen during the lifetime 
of this Jean Monnet Network project. But we can be 
sure that with the broad scope of network partners 
and the Association as a central vehicle, we will be in a 
good position to provide scholarly exchange and pro-
mote a spirit of reconciliation and respect. 

Olga Bogdanova				  
Thomas Krüßmann
Tartu / Graz, February 2016

1 — Editorial
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2 — Upcoming
DESCnet events 

Teaching Staff

Thomas Krüßmann — Professor of Criminal Law
and academic supervisor of the winter school (Austria)

Anna Avanesova — Lecturer, Chair for Constitutional 
and International Law, North Caucasus Federal
University (Russia)

Roman Gabrilyan — Lecturer, Chair for Theoryand
History of State and Law, North Caucasus Federal 
University (Russia)

Benedikt Harzl — Ass. Professor, Russian, East
European & Eurasian Studies Centre, University
 of Graz (Austria)

Svetlana Ivanova — Professor, Chair for Social
Philosophy, North Caucasus Federal University 
(Russia)

Roman Nutrikhin — Lecturer, Chair for Environmental, 
Land and Labour Law, North Caucasus Federal
University (Russia) 

Viktoriya Savina — Lecturer, Chair for Civil Law and
Civil Procedure, North Caucasus Federal University
(Russia)

 

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

Winter School Pyatigorsk
»European Integration and the Future
of Civil Society in the Caucasus«
13 to 19 March 2016

A detailed programme brochure is available via the 
Facebook group »Association of European Studies for 
the Caucasus«.

DESCnet will hold its first Winter School in Pyatigorsk 
(Russia). The School is open to international students 
from target countries interested in law, political scien-
ce, international relations, public administration, cul-
tural studies and related fields in their BA or early MA 
years. The language of instruction is English. A maxi-
mum of 6 ECTS will be awarded.
The School will provide an interdisciplinary introduc-
tion to the North Caucasus, attempting to assess the 
role of civil society in the region and comparing it to 
approaches to civil society engagement prevalent in 
the EU. Analytical perspectives are developed, using 
the approaches of law, political science, sociology and 
cultural studies. To give participants a true immersi-
on into the North Caucasus, there will be an optional 
instruction into North Caucasus dance styles in the 
evening. Over the weekend, the optional cultural/
recreational programme is available.

The School will offer teaching on the following topics

The EU‘s Vision of Civil Society: Values, Human Rights
and Recognition in Formal Political Proceedings

Human Rights as a Safeguard for Civil Society Activism

Participation of NGO‘s in Building Civil Society in
Russia and the EU: A Comparative Analysis

The Role of Civil Society in the EU and in Russia in
Addressing the Problems of Refugees (based on the
incoming refugees from Eastern Ukraine)

The Terskii Cossacks in the North Caucasus — 
An Early Form of Civil Society?

Gender (In-) Equality in the Caucasus and its Effects
on Civil Society

Gender Policy in the EU and the New Legal Framework 
for Combating Violence against Women and Domestic 
Violence in the Council of Europe
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2 — Upcoming
DESCnet events 

The Seminar is open to junior scientists (PhD candi-
dates or advanced MA students) in the fields of law, 
political science, international relations and related 
fields. Participants will be nominated by the DESCnet 
consortium members. Criteria for the selection are:
— PhD students in European Studies, Law or Political 
Sciences, International Relations (formal requirement)
— Proficiency in English (speaking, reading and writing 
to understand, express and discuss and put in writing 
aspects of the field of European Studies)
Each partner should select one student with a fixed pla-
ce and one for the reserve list (deadline: 7 March 2016)
Selected participants will obtain funding for travel to 
and from Vienna as well as for train / bus tickets Vi-
enna-Graz. If exceptionally a flight connection to Graz 
is equally or less expensive, flights to Graz can also be 
covered. Accommodation and food for the duration of 
the seminar will be included. 

Teaching Staff

Erhard Busek — Jean Monnet Professor of European 
Law ad personam, University of Graz, (Austria)

Benedikt Harzl — Ass. Professor, Russian, East Euro-
pean & Eurasian Studies Centre, University of Graz 
(Austria)

Stephan Hinghofer-Szalkay — Ass. Professor, Institute 
of Austrian Legal History, University of Graz (Austria)

Joseph Marko — Dean, Law Faculty of the University 
of Graz (Austria)

Aiste Mickonyte — Ass. Professor, Russian, East Eu-
ropean & Eurasian Studies Centre, University of Graz 
(Austria)

Robert Link — International Projects Manager, Dean‘s 
Office, Law Faculty, University of Graz, (Austria)

Guido Schwellnus — Ass. Professor, Institute of Public 
Law and Political Science, University of Graz (Austria)

Anita Ziegerhofer — Prof., Head of the Institute of Aus-
trian Legal History, University of Graz (Austria)

Young Researchers‘ Seminar Graz
18 to 22 April 2016

»Science does not recognise national borders;
its limit is simply the limit of human knowledge.« 
This definition, formulated by Max Planck in 1923, is 
also the metaphorical starting point of the first DESC-
net »Young Researchers’ Seminar« at the University of 
Graz. Indeed, knowledge is universal, hence, research 
– inevitably – is always international. Not only compe-
tition, but also co-operation lies at the heart of today’s 
scientific progress and, more particularly, at the heart 
of the enhancement of scientific excellence. 
Against this background the first Young Researchers’ 
Seminar will provide an academic training dealing 
with the generation of research ideas, publication of 
the resulting findings (and, also, assessing the findings 
made by others), building on these ideas, developing 
them further and supporting them through third-par-
ty funding schemes. In addition, innovative research 
methodologies will be discussed that will help to fuel 
these very ideas. 

The Young Researchers‘ Seminar will offer teaching
on the following topics

Comparative Methods in Political Sciences Research 

Methodologies in EU and International Law

Nationalism, Ethnicity and Minority Politics in and
beyond Europe

Research Methodologies in EU and International Law

EU Funding Schemes and International FundraisingInter- 
University Co-operation: Networking and Projects

Academia-Policy Dialogue

Challenges and Opportunities of Publishing in Interna-
tional, English-language and Peer-reviewed Journals

Challenges to Doctrinal Approaches: The ius publi-
cum europaeum and the Europeanization of National 
Legal Systems

Legal aspects of the history of Europeanization

 

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
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3 — Related Events 

Università degli Studi di Milano
Dipartimento di Studi Internationali,
Giuridici e Storico-Politici
International Conference »The European Union and 
the Eurasian Economic Union: Moving towards
Cooperation« 7 March 2016, Milan (Italy)

This one-day conference hosted by Angela Di Grego-
rio and Caterina Filippini will examine the current state 
of EU-EAEU relations. The proceedings are structured 
in three sections: (1) The Geopolitical Environment, (2) 
State Building and Constitutional Developments in the 
Eurasian Region, (3) The EU and the EAEU: Moving to-
wards Cooperation.

Requests for participation may be addressed to Prof.  
Angela Di Gregoria at angela.digregorio@unimi.it

Regional Studies Association Annual Conference
Building Bridges: Cities and Regions
in a Transnational World
3 – 6 April 2016, Graz (Austria)

Throughout history, cities and regions have been cor-
nerstones of economic, social and cultural instituti-
on building and centres of communication and trade 
across borders of empires and nations. In a globalised 
world dominated by multi-level governance and decli-
ning economic and political significance of the nati-
on-state, cities and regions are becoming ever more 
so important in building bridges across nations, sup-
ra-national unions, and even continents. These chal-
lenges surpass the usual aspects of integration: it is not 
sufficient to reduce barriers for the mobility of labour, 
goods, services and capital, to create a homogenous 
competitive environment, and a solid monetary sys-
tem. What is needed in addition are more elements 
of a new regionalism, which is based on non-hierar-
chical relationships, on self-government, and on the 
creation of flexible alliances leading to interregional 
transnational cooperation. The development of a regi-
on is affected by its competitive and complementary 
relationships with other increasingly distant regions.

Eastern Platform Seminar
»Post-soviet Space Between the EU and Russia. The 
State of the Crisis: Winding Down or Going Global?« 
18-19 March 2016, Tartu (Estonia)

The Eastern Platform is a multi-disciplinary initiative 
aimed to analyse and better understand the Ukrainian 
crisis of 2014 by creating a unified resource and net-
work of academics studying the post-socialist space 
which has the ambition to develop and grow as a fo-
rum and incubator to promote high quality research 
and knowledge sharing on the broader post-Soviet 
space.  Academic conveners of the event are Dr. Ste-
fano Braghiroli (University of Tartu), Prof. Andrey Ma-
karychev (University of Tartu), and Anna-Cara Keim 
(University College London). For further details about 
the event visit http://skytte.ut.ee/en/eastern-plat-
form-seminar.  
The Eastern Platform Seminar represents the second 
edition of a previous event organised in April 2015 by 
the European College of the University of Tartu, in 
co-operation with the University College London wi-
thin the framework of Platform Ukraine. 
The Seminar constitutes an opportunity to discuss the 
consequences of the Ukrainian crisis and its expansive 
destabilisation potential in the region and globally. The 
event seeks to shed light on the evolution of the crisis 
and its impact on the nature of the EU-Russia relations 
at a time when few dare to predict how events will un-
fold in the future. Conflict in Ukraine has the potential 
to crystallise into a new frozen conflict, thereby posing 
an additional challenge not only to the post-Cold War 
security architecture in Europe, but also to agreed de-
finitions of »borders« and »neighbourhoods«. At the 
same time, acute global challenges may pave the way 
to functional rapprochement between Moscow and 
the West which could reduce the conflict in Ukraine to 
a factor of secondary relevance. 
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On 18 December 2015 Georgia celebrated the release 
of a positive progress report on Georgia‘s implemen-
tation of its Visa Liberalisation Action Plan (VLAP).  
The European Commission stated in the report that 
Georgia met all the benchmarks of the VLAP, meaning 
in early 2016 the European Union (EU) would propose 
a legislative amendment to let Georgian citizens travel 
to the EU visa free. For that celebration the EU flag 
was projected on the walls of several public buildings 
and the iconic Tbilisi TV Tower as well as many other 
important buildings and monuments across the coun-
try. The European Commission said that it will pre-
sent a legislative proposal in »early 2016« to the EU 
Member States to allow visa-free travel for Georgian 
citizens. After this formal proposal is presented, it 
should then be approved by the European Parliament 
and the EU Member States before visa-free rules can 
go into force. Georgia hopes the process will be com-
pleted by mid-2016. Among the political elites in Ge-
orgia it is expected that visa-free travel rules will add 
a »much deeper dimension« (ex-prime minister Irakli 
Garibashvili on 18 December 2015) to the Association 
Agreement and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreement, which Georgia already has with the EU.

While one of the greatest accomplishments inside the 
EU, the Schengen Area, is under the serious pressure 
due to the migration crisis, Georgia celebrates once 
again its return to Europe and expects to be admitted 
to the European family (even being a member of the 
Council of Europe since 1999). Is there cause for cele-
bration and optimism? Visa liberalisation, however, in 
no way gives Georgians the right to work, study or be-
come residents of Schengen area countries – for these 
purposes, a labour, study or immigration visa will be 
needed. According to the latest »Caucasus Barome-
ter« survey from October 2015 Caucasus Resource 
Research Centre in Tbilisi concluded that there is only 
limited knowledge about the implications for their 
lives and recommended an information campaign to 
ensure »that the population of Georgia has adequa-
te expectations of it and makes informed migratory 
decisions to the EU countries once visa liberalisation 
enters into force«.  Certainly, visa liberalisation will 
not solve their number one problem, which constantly 
over the years remains employment. Visa liberalisati-
on will enhance short-term mobility, but not employ-
ment. Unfortunately.

4 — Opinions and
Comments 

Visa liberalisation
is coming to Georgia

1 — Available at <http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/e-library/ 
documents/policies/international-affairs/general/docs/fourth_report_
georgia_implementation_action_plan_visa_liberalisation_en.pdf>. 
2 — Available at <http://crrc-caucasus.blogspot.com/2016/01/ 
the-georgian-publics-awareness-of-visa.html>.

Oliver Reisner
Professor in European and Caucasian Studies
Ilia State University (Tbilisi, Georgia)
oliver.reisner@iliauni.edu.ge 

Oliver Reisner
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The EU and the Black Sea Region: 
Creating an Educational Space?

The EU’s approach to the Black Sea region is big on 
ambition, elegant in rhetoric, but mostly weak on 
delivery. This commentary considers the notion of a 
regional ‘educational space’ (higher education) based 
around a European Studies curriculum as a potentially 
fresh approach. The proposition is that the EU has a 
stronger interest than ever in seeing this region more 
tightly knitted together and that the promotion of the 
study of the EU could be an effective way of serving 
the EU and the region’s interests.  
The Black Sea Synergy (BSS), created in 2007, repre-
sented the EU’s attempt to stake a claim as a strategic 
actor in the region. In reality, however, as soon as Ro-
mania and Bulgaria joined the EU little follow-up was 
devoted to the Union’s new South Eastern flank. The 
EU’s thinking about the Black Sea was arguably fla-
wed from the start in the sense that Brussels assumed 
that the states of the region were ready and willing to 
cooperate amongst themselves in ways that would 
further the EU’s own interests. Furthermore, the BSS, 
unlike the EU’s other key regional strategies, such as 
the Balkans Stability Pact or the Northern dimension, 
didn’t seem to have a clear enough underlying logic. 
Finally, BSS tried to do everything and in doing so fai-
led to make a lasting imprint.
Despite its lacklustre performance at region building, 
renewed attention has been given to the Black Sea Sy-
nergy as part of a recalibration of EU policy towards 
the region after the annexation of Crimea.  In this 
context an idea for regional educational cooperati-
on (which was mentioned, but not elaborated in the 
initial blueprint of the BSS) amongst the Universities 

of the region based around the creation of a shared 
European Studies MA curriculum has resurfaced. A 
feasibility study  was recently carried out on this topic, 
which amongst other findings, brought into focus the 
perennial challenge of how EU policy can best deal 
with the heterogeneity of the region’s actors and how 
a meaningful common denominator for cooperation 
can be found. At the same time, the study found the 
region ripe for transnational cooperation in the higher 
education sector based upon a curriculum that fused 
European Studies with a focus on the Black Sea and 
the latter‘s evolving relationship with the EU. 
The study came to a positive conclusion and through 
concrete proposals recommended the scheme for EU 
co-financing. Such an endeavour certainly holds great 
promise and would further the EU’s interests, but it 
still raises significant academic, political and practical 
questions: Does it make academic sense? Is there a 
strong enough intellectual rationale? Second, how can 
linkages be established between Black Sea regional 
cooperation and the region’s relationship to EU integ-
ration as part of a learning and teaching strategy? Can 
a new MA be unique and attractive enough to students 
in an already crowded postgraduate market? Third, 
how can the MA be practically organised if it is to be a 
truly shared project involving University stakeholders 
in all six countries? →

3 — Brussels, 20.1.2015 SWD (2015) 6 final Joint Staff Working Docu-
ment »Black Sea Synergy: Review of a regional cooperation initiative«, 
available at <http://eeas.europa.eu/blacksea/doc/swd_2015_6_f1_
joint_staff_working_paper_en.pdf>. 
4 — The study focused on six states: Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania,
Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia.

Kerry Longhurst
Jean Monnet Professor at Collegium Civitas, Warsaw 
and Professor at the Natolin campus
of the College of Europe
kerry.longhurst@coleurope.eu

4 — Opinions and
Comments 



Jean Monnet Network DESCnet
Developing European Studies in the Caucasus — Newsletter 1/2016

8 / 13

How to make academic sense
A regional educational space needs a core intellectual 
foundation. This is interesting in the case of the Black 
Sea, not least because of the heterogeneity of the sta-
tes of the region. Importantly, in contrast to the bigger 
political and economic ambitions of the BSS, which 
generally floundered, educational cooperation has the 
potential to thrive upon this diversity; indeed, from the 
perspective of European Studies this is exactly what 
makes it interesting and worth studying.
But there is another convincing rationale for such an 
MA. Current debates in the discipline of International 
Relations argue that if the world and its conflicts are 
to be better understood, then ‘area studies’ needs a 
renaissance. Crucially, students need to have a deep 
grasp of regions and countries from political, eco-
nomic, historical and social / cultural dimensions, a 
curriculum on Black Sea – EU studies should eagerly 
address this.  
Talking more specifically, an educational space around 
the Black Sea needs to hone in on regionally-relevant 
strategic issues, such as energy, security and migration 
and seize upon and profile itself on the unique situati-
on present in the region, which is a crossroads between 
EU Member States (Romania and Bulgaria), a candidate 
(Turkey) and three neighbours (Ukraine, Moldova and 
Georgia). This would be the overall intellectual ratio-
nale and ‘unique selling point’. Crucially, the educati-
onal space needs to hone in on at least three levels (a) 
intra-regional relations (b) inter-regional (c) the Black 
Sea in a global context all viewed through a multi-dis-
ciplinary prism and a sensitivity to history.
The study of the EU needs refreshing in the region to 
take account of the EU’s growing role in the world and 
new theoretical approaches. Equally, as a means to 
bring the Black Sea more squarely into the European 
Studies context, comparative regionalism should form 
a core part of the curriculum, enabling students to 
evaluate the Black Sea vis-à-vis theoretical and practi-
cal perspectives on Central Europe, the Northern Di-
mension and MENA, for example. 

Equally, academic focus would need to be placed on 
understanding dynamics and consequences of intra- 
and inter-regional integration and organisations and 
embrace the notion of the ‘wider’ Black Sea region, as 
mentioned in the reviews of the Black Sea Synergy and 
ENP. The global level of analysis is becoming increa-
singly relevant since the region lies at the nexus of such 
projects as the Silk Road, the maritime and land-based 
transport axes that link Europe and Asia and the Me-
diterranean, not to forget energy pipelines, migratory 
trends and trade. The educational space should aim to 
produce graduates not just specialists of the Black Sea 
Region; but also aware of and able to critically analyse 
wider contexts and transformations impacting upon 
the region. 

Ensuring added value and innovation
A regional educational space needs an MA highly diffe-
rentiated from current provision in the region, in other 
words it should aim at bringing significant added value. 
A new regional educational space presents an oppor-
tunity to innovate in a number of ways. Intra-regio-
nal mobility as an integral part of an MA should be a 
priority, perhaps in the form of a regional ERASMUS 
scheme. Not only is mobility a practical and intellec-
tual eye-opener, but it also immediately enhances the 
employability prospects of students. Second, evidence 
from the feasibility study suggested that the region is 
open to a remodelling of modes of study, away from 
the traditional 120 ECTS two-year MA with its empha-
sis upon a high level of contact hours. 
Juxtaposing pan-European trends in teaching and le-
arning strategies with the specific circumstances in hig-
her education and anticipated needs of the graduate 
job markets in the countries of the region highlights a 
clear need for ‘employability’ issues to be at centre sta-
ge alongside traditional academic study. What might 
this entail? Flexibility in the delivery of programmes is 
important in order that students who are working full 
time can also study. Linked to this is the importance 
of blended learning, mixed methods of teaching and 
learning that combines the best of technology and →  

4 — Opinions and
Comments 



Jean Monnet Network DESCnet
Developing European Studies in the Caucasus — Newsletter 1/2016

9 / 13

traditional face-to-face instruction. Blended learning 
not only means flexible learning, but also gives stu-
dents as well as staff a variety of new skills and at-
tributes that can deliver the kind of transversal skills 
relevant for local, regional and European job markets. 

Enhancing academia and higher education
The creation of a regional educational space can 
deliver multiple benefits to a region; clusters of Uni-
versities will be able to develop real specialisations 
towards the creation of Centres of Excellence. It can 
also help move forwards the reform processes in hig-
her education establishments, especially in EaP states, 
which move faster in some states than others. Creating 
a regional MA by the drawing together of academics, 
administrators and leaders from participating regio-
nal Universities in the design and implementation of 
the curriculum will invariably challenge out-of-date 
practices, enhance the academic offer and further the 
internationalisation of higher education, which is one 
of the most important priorities in all of the Black Sea 
states, including Romania and Bulgaria. 

Linking it to the European integration process 
The creation of a regional educational space focused 
around EU studies can go a long way in meeting the 
EU’s own interests in the sense that it can provide the 
EU with an effective means of promoting integration 
and raising general awareness levels. The ERASMUS 
and Jean Monnet frameworks have proved to be highly 
successful in this sense. However, in the Black Sea con-
text there is an opportunity to create an even tighter 
linkage between teaching about the EU and the actual 
integration process, which is again tied to the theme of 
employability.
The feasibility study identified that the EaP states and 
Turkey need more specialists on the EU, especially EU 
law, to facilitate the implementation of the Acquis. 
EaP countries are also in need of public servants and 
entrepreneurs holding both a solid understanding of 
EU integration and a specialist technical knowled-
ge and skills-set relating to the DCFTAs their actual 

implementation and successful functioning. Conse-
quently, an educational space should also be a forum 
within which technical aspects of European integration 
are taught in order to ensure policy relevance and sus-
tainability. 

Regional educational spaces — 
A new model to consider?
A Black Sea educational space warrants serious con-
sideration. It has the potential to be a soft, yet poten-
tially transformative tool which could serve as model 
for other states and areas, where a regional approach 
might bring added value, such as the Caucasus region 
or Central Asia.
Success depends of course on a number of factors, not 
least of all high level political will and support from 
national public administrations, including education 
ministries to help overcome bureaucratic and cultu-
ral obstacles that are inevitably going to emerge. Fi-
nally, such an initiative needs to be home-grown. Even 
though EU support will be essential, in terms of politi-
cal impetus and co-funding, the ultimate sustainability 
of a regional educational space rests upon regional 
ownership. 

Kerry Longhurst

4 — Opinions and
Comments 
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5 — Call for papers

DESCnet is launching a new international and peer- 
reviewed journal – the Wider Europe Journal of Law 
and Politics (WEJLP). This Journal will be published 
twice a year starting in 2017 with the renowned publis-
her Brill Nijhoff. Its approach is inter-disciplinary, put-
ting (comparative) law at its centre and branching out 
into the adjacent territories of international relations, 
security, and integration studies. It seeks to fill the gap 
between traditional comparative law, European / Eu-
rasian integration studies and international relations. 
Themes to be covered include:

Comparative national law in light of the demands of 
legal approximation in the European/Eurasian
integration context;

Domestic legal-political developments to the extent 
that they impact on the countries‘ willingness to 
integrate;

Institutions of integration in comparative perspective;

Creation of a single economic space in line with trade
flows, investment activities and other parameters of 
business activity;

Collective security and relations between
NATO and CSTO

Geo-strategical interests and players, e.g. U.S.,
China, Iran, Turkey;

EU-EAEU relations and competition for integration.

Editors-in-chief will be Thomas Krüßmann (Kazan 
Federal University, Russian Federation) and Nargis 
Kassenova (KIMEP University, Kazakhstan).

Wider Europe 
Journal of Law and Politics

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

Members of the editorial board are
(in alphabetical order)

Laure Delcour — Senior Research Fellow at the Institu-
te de Relations Internationales et Strategiques, Fran-
ce, and Visiting Professor, EU International Relations 
and Diplomacy Studies Department, College of Euro-
pe, Natolin (Warsaw) Campus

Rilka Dragneva-Lewers — Reader in Law, Development 
and Regional Studies, Birmingham Law School, Uni-
versity of Birmingham

Peter van Elsuwege — Professor of European Law at 
the University of Ghent and Visiting Professor, Euro-
pean Interdisciplinary Studies Department, College of 
Europe, Natolin (Warsaw) Campus

Haluk Kabaalioğlu — Jean Monnet Professor of EU 
Law and Dean of the Law Faculty, Yeditepe University, 
Turkey

Zhenis Kembayev — Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law at 
the Law Faculty of KIMEP University, Kazakhstan

Kerry Longhurst — Jean Monnet Professor at Collegi-
um Civitas, Warsaw and Senior Researcher at the Eu-
ropean Interdisciplinary Studies Department, College 
of Europe, Natolin Campus.

Andrey Makarychev — Visiting Professor at the Univer-
sity of Tartu, Johan Skytte Institute of Political Studies

Roman Petrov — Head of Jean Monnet Centre of 
Excellence and Jean Monnet Chair in EU Law at the 
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, Ukraine

Wenhua Shan —  Yangtze River Chair Professor of In-
ternational Economic Law (by Ministry of Education, 
China) and founding Dean of the School of Law at 
Xi‘an Jiaotong University, PR China.

For submissions of papers on law, please contact
Thomas Krüßmann
(kruessmann.thomas@gmail.com);
for papers on political science and international 
relations, please contact 
Nargis Kassenova (nargis@kimep.kz).
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6 — Current
publications

Gavin Slade
Reorganizing Crime, 
Mafia and Anti-Mafia in Post-Soviet Georgia
Oxford University Press 2013
Abstract: 
Arising from Soviet prison camps in the 1930s, career 
criminals known as ‚thieves-in-law‘ exist in one form 
or another throughout post-Soviet countries and have 
evolved into major transnational organized criminal 
networks since the dissolution of the USSR. Intri-
guingly, this criminal fraternity established a particu-
lar stronghold in the republic of Georgia where, by the 
1990s, they had formed a mafia network of criminal 
associations that attempted to monopolize protection 
in both legal and illegal sectors of the economy. This 
saturation was to such an extent that thieves-in-law 
appeared to offer an alternative, and just as powerful, 
system of governance to the state.

Laure Delcour / Kataryna Wolczuk
The EU‘s Unexpected ‚Ideal Neighbour‘?
The Perplexing Case of Armenia‘s Europeanization
Journal of European Integration 4/2015, pp. 491-507 
Abstract:
The question of why some countries adopt external 
policy is particularly salient with regard to Armenia. All 
indicators suggest that Armenia would be unlikely to 
respond to EU stimuli for reform. And yet, in the early 
2010s, Armenia vigorously adopted EU policy and in-
stitutional templates. This article seeks to explain this 
conundrum by exploring how EU policies (especially 
under the Eastern Partnership) feed into the dome-
stic context and meet the agenda of national elites. 
The article deliberately departs from the mainstream 
explanations of ‘Europeanisation beyond accession’ 
and argues that closer scrutiny of the domestic con-
text is a sine qua non for making sense of the baffling 
discrepancies in neighbouring states’ responses to EU 
policies. The case of Armenia vividly demonstrates the 
imperative for re-assessing the approaches that have 
so far focused on EU-level factors and for bringing 
together EU variables with a detailed analysis of the 
domestic and regional contexts.

Laure Delcour
Between the Eastern Partnership and Eurasian
Integration: Explaining Post-Soviet Countries‘
Engagement in (Competing) Region Building Projects
Problems of Post Communism 6/2015, pp. 316-327
Abstract:
This article enriches the understanding of region-buil-
ding processes in the post-Soviet space by explaining 
why countries engage into regional projects. Based 
upon the analysis of the drivers behind Armenia’s and 
Moldova’s commitment to Eurasian integration and 
association with the European Union, respectively, it 
develops a more nuanced approach to region-buil-
ding. The article points to the domestic factors behind 
engagement in regional projects and shows that the 
range of variables explaining countries’ choices is ac-
tually much broader (and their interaction more com-
plex) than suggested by existing theories.

Jos Boonstra (FRIDE)
The South Caucasus Concert.
Each Playing its own Tune
CASCADE Working Paper, 28 September 2015
Abstract:
The countries of the South Caucasus have very dif-
ferent interdependent relations with the European 
Union (EU), Russia, Turkey, the United States (US) and 
Iran. Tensions between the EU-US and Russia over 
Ukraine are further entrenching these interdependent 
relations and hampering development in the South 
Caucasus. How can Brussels increase its engagement 
in this important region in order to reduce Russian do-
minance and bolster security and democracy?
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6 — Current
publications

Laure Delcour / Hrant Kostanyan /
Bruno Vandecasteele / Peter van Elsuwege
The Implications of Eurasian Integration for the EU‘s 
Relations with the Countries in the post-Soviet Space
forthcoming in Studia Diplomatica 2015 Vol. LXVIII 
No. 1
(abstract not yet available)

Huseyn Aliyev
Post-Communist Civil Society and the Socialist 
Legacy. Challenges of Democratisation and Reform 
in the Caucasus
Palgrave Macmillan 2015
Abstract:
This book argues that the weakness of civil socie-
ty in the post-Soviet Caucasus is a result not only of 
post-communist political and economic problems, 
but also of the effects of historical legacies. These in-
fluence both formal and informal civil societies and 
weaken the countries‘ ability to facilitate democrati-
sation.

Andrey Makarychev
The Limits to Russian Soft Power in Georgia
PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo No. 412, January 2016
Elliott School of International Affairs, The George 
Washington University
http://www.ponarseurasia.org/sites/default/files/policy-memos-pdf/

Pepm412_Makarychev_Jan2016_1.pdf

Abstract:
Russia’s use of soft power in Georgia has become an 
obligatory talking point in discussion of the two coun-
tries’ relations. Western media is full of predictions 
about the eventual erosion of Georgia’s pro-Western 
consensus, torpedoed by a coalition of pro-Eurasian 
NGOs, the Georgian Orthodox Church (GOC), and 
groups of Russia sympathizers within the elite. The al-
leged growth of Russian influence is paralleled by as-
sumptions of Western inaction; observers argue that 
the West is unlikely to ever »meaningfully« support 
Georgia against serious Russian exploits. In Georgia, 
however, there is a more sceptical view about Russi-
an soft power. Ultimately, Russia’s influence is limited; 
it is channelled through similarities in the countries’ 

conservative and religious sociocultural agendas, as 
well as the political pragmatism of certain domestic 
forces.

Andrey Makarychev / Alexandra Yatsyk (eds.)
Mega Events in Post-Soviet Eurasia.
Shifting the Borderlines of Inclusion and Exclusion
Palgrave Macmillan 2016
with a chapter by Anar Valiev (Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy): First 

European Olympic Games in Baku: New articulation of Azerbaijani 

Identity?

Abstract:
The edited volume explains why sport mega events 
can be discussed from the viewpoint of politics and 
power, and what this discussion can add to the existing 
scholarship on political regimes, international norms, 
national identities, and cultural narratives. The book 
collects case studies written by insiders from diffe-
rent countries of post-Soviet Eurasia that have recent-
ly hosted— or intend to host in the future —sporting 
events of a global scale. Contributing authors discuss 
cultural, political, and economic strategies of host 
governments, examining them from the vantage point 
of an increasing shift of the global sport industry to 
non-Western countries.  Mega-events often draw do-
mestic lines of cultural and social exclusion within 
host’s polities. It is these ruptures and gaps this volu-
me explores, contributing to a better understanding of 
the intricate interconnections between global institu-
tions and national identities.  
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